




B R O 

Such things become the hatch and brood of time. Shakefp. 

5. The act of covering the eggs. 

Something’s in his foul, 

O’er which his melancholy fits on brood \ 

And I doubt the hatch and the difclofe 

Will be fome danger. Shake/p. Hamlet. 

Bro'ody. adj. [from brood.] In a flate of fitting on the eggs ; 
inclined to fit. 

1 he common hen, all the while flic is broody , fits, and leads 
^ her chickens, and ufes a voice which wc call clocking. Ray. 

Brook, n.f. [bpoc, or bpoca, Saxon.] A running water, lei's 
than a river; a rivulet. 

A fubftitute (hines brightly as a king. 

Until a king be by ; and then his flate 
Empties itfelf, as doth an inland brook 
Into the main of waters. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

Or many grateful altars I would rear, 

Of grafly turf ; and pile up every ftone. 

Of luftre, from the brook ; in memory. 

Of monument to ages. Milton's Par. Lojl , b. xi. /. 325. 

And to Cephifus’ brook their way purfue : 

The ftream was troubled, but the ford they knew. Dryden. 
Springs make little rivulets ; thofe united, mike brooks ; and 
thofe coming together, make rivers, which empty themfelves 
into the fea. Locke. 

To BROOK, v. a. [bpucan, Sax.] To bear; to endure; to 
fupport. 

Even they, which brook it worft, that men ftiould tell them 
of their duties, when they are told the fame by a law, think 
very well and reafonably of it. Hooker , b. i. 

A thoufand more mifchances than this one, 

Have learn’d me to brook this patiently. Shakejp. T. G. of Vcr . 

How ufc doth breed a habit in a man ! 

This fhadowy defart, unfrequented woods, 

I belter brook than flourifliing peopl’d towns. Shakcfp. 

Heav’n, the feat of blifs, 

Brooks not the works of violence, and war. Par. Lojl , b. vi. 
Moft men can much rather brook their being reputed knaves, 
than for their honefty be accounted fools. South. 

Rcftraint thou wilt not brook ; but think it hard. 

Your prudence is not trufted as your guard. Dryden. 

To Brook, v. n. To endure; to be content. 

He, in thefe wars, had flatly refufed his aid ; becaufe he 
could not brook , that the worthy prince Plangus was, by his 
chofcn Tiridates, preferred before him. Sidney's Arcadia. 

Bro'oklime. n.f. [ becabunga , Lat.] A fort of water fpeed- 
well ; very common in ditches. 

BROOM, n.f [bpom, Saxon.] 

1. This tree hath a papilionaceous flower, whofe pointal, which 

rifes from the flower-cup, afterward becomes a fliort, roundifh, 
fwelling pod, containing, for the moft part, one kidney- lhaped 
feed in each. Millar. 

Ev’n humble broom , and oficrs, have their ufe. 

And flude for flieep, and food for flocks, produce. Dryden. 

2. A befom ; to called from the matter of which it is made. 

Not a moufe 

Shall difturb this hallow’d houfe ; 

I am fent with broom before. 

To fweep the duft behind the door. Sh. Midfum. Night's Dr. 
If they came into the belt apartment, to fet any thing in or- 
der, they were faluted with a broom. Arbuthnot's John Bull. 

Bro'o ml and. n.f. [broom and land.] Land that bears broom. 
I have known flieep cured of the rot, when they have not 
been far gone with it, only by being put into broom/ands. 

Mortimer's Husbandry. 

Bro'omstaff. n.f. [from broom and faff.] The ftaff to which 
the broom is bound ; the handle of a befom. 

They fell on ; I made good my place ; at length they came 
to the breomfaff with me; I defied ’em (till. Shakcfp. H. VIII. 

From the age, 

That children tread this worldly ftage, 

Broomfoff, or poker, they beftride. 

And round the parlour love to ride. Prior. 

Sir Roger pointed at fomething behind the door, which I 
found to be an old broimjlaff. Spectator , N° 1 17. 

Bro'omy. adj. [from broom?] Full of broom. 

If it grow mofly or broomy , which thefe lands are inclined to, 
then break it up again, and order it as you did before, laying 
of it down again from the wheat-ftubble. Mortimer. 

The youth with broomy flumps began to trace 
The kennel edge, where wheels had worn the place. Swift. 

Broth, n.f. [bpoS, Sax.] Liquour in which flefh is boiled. 
You may make the broth for two days, and take the one 
half every day. Bacon’s Phy/icai Remains. 

Inflcad of light deflcrts, and lufeious froth. 

Our authour treats to-night with Spartan broth. Southerns. 
If a nurfe, after being fucked dry, eats broth , the infant will 
fuck the broth almoft unaltered. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Bro'thel. I n.f. [ bordcl , Fr.] A houfe of lewd enter- 

Bro'thelhouse. J tainment; a bawdyhoufe. 

Perchance 

I faw him enter fuch a houfe of 4de, 

Videlicet, a brothel. Shakefp. Hamlet . 
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Then courts of kings were held in high renown, 
tie made the common brothels of the town : 

I here, virgins honourable vows receiv’d, 

But chafte as maids in monafteries liv’d. Dryden' s. W tfp 
rrom its old ruins broihelhoufes rife, ' J ‘ 

l ewd lo . ves > and of polluted joys. Dryden’ s Mack ft 

PR n rmi ertine r r n' rcs -° the ftews ’ and to the fi ' 
BROTHER, n.f. [bpoSep, bpoSop, Saxon.] Plural 

or brethren. 9 

1. One born of the fame father and mother. 

Be fad, good brothers ; 

Sorrow fo royally in you appears. 

That I will deeply put the fafhion on. 

Whilft kin their kin, brother the brother foil's^ 
Likeenfigns all, againftlike enfigns bend. Dari / 

1 ’ whom Michael ! thus, he alfo mov’d, reply’d : 

Thefe two are brethren , Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins. Milton’s Paradife Lof , b. xi. I. 4 ,, 
Comparing two men, in reference to one common parent it 
is very eafy to form the ideas of brothers. t 

2. Any one clofely united. 

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers'. 

For he, to day that Iheds his blood with me. 

Shall be my brother. Shakefp. Henry V. 

3. Any one refenibling another in manner, form, or profeffion. 

He alfo that is flothful in his work, is brother to him that is 
a great wafter. _ _ Prov. xviii. 9. 

4. Brother is ufed, in theological language, for man in general. 
Brc/therhood. n.f. [from brother and hoed.] 

1. The flate or quality of being a brother. 

This deep difgrace of brotherhood 
Touches me deeper than you can imagine. Shakefp. R. If. 

Finds brotherhood in thee no fharper fpur ? Shakejp. R. II. 

So it be a right to govern, whether you call it fupreme father- 
hood, or fupreme brotherhood , will be all one, provided we know 
who has it. Locke. 

2. An aflociation of men for any purpofe ; a fraternity. 

There was a fraternity of men at arms, called the brother- 
hood of St. George, eredled by parliament, confiding of thir- 
teen the moft noble and worthy perfons. Davies on Ireland. 

3. A clafs of men of the fame kind. 

He was fometimes fo engaged among the wheels, that not 
above half the poet appeared ; at other times, he became as 
confpicuous as any of the brotherhood. Addifon. Guardian. 
Bro'therly. adj. [from brother.] Natural; fuch as becomes 
or befeems a brother. 

He was a prieft, and looked for a prieft’s reward ; which was 
our brotherly love, and the good of our fouls and bodies. Bacon. 
Though more our money than our caufe. 

Their brotherly afliftance draws. Denham. 

They would not go before the laws, but follow them ; obey- 
ing their fuperiours, and embracing one another in brotherly 
piety and concord. Addifon' s Freeholder , N° 33. 

Bro'therly. adv. After the manner of a brother ; with kind- 
nefs and affection. 

I fpeak but brotherly of him ; but fhoukl I anatomize him to 
thee as he is, I mult blulh and weep, and thou look pale and 
wonder. Shakejp. As you like it. 

Brought, [participle pafive of bring.] 

The Turks, poflelfcd with a needlds fear, forfook the walls, 

’ and could not, by any perfuafions or threats of the captains, be 
brought on again to the aflault.' Knolles’s Hijhry. 

The inftances brought by our authour are but /lender proofs. 

Locke. 

BROW. n. f. [bpopa, Saxon.] 

The arch of hair over the eye. 

’Tis now the hour which all to reft allow. 

And fleep fits heavy upon every brow. Dry diet! s Ind. Emp ; 

The forehead. 

She could have run, and waddled about ; 

For even the day before fhe broke her brow. 

So we fome antique hero’s ftrength, 

Learn by his launce’s weight and length j 
As thefe vaft beams exprefs the beaft, 

Whofe fhady brows alive they dreft. 

3, The general air of the countenance. 

Then call them to our prefence, face to face. 

And frowning brow to brow. Shakefp. Richard II. 

Though all things foul would bear the brows of grace. 

Yet grace muft look ftill fo. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

4. The edge of any high place. 

The earl, nothing difmayed, came forwards that day unto a 
little village, called Stoke, and there encamped that night, upon 
the brow or hanging of a hill. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

On the brow of the hill beyond that city, they were tome- 
wliat perplexed by efpying the French embaflador, with the 
king’s coach, and others, attending him. JVctton. 

Them with fire, and hoftile arms, 

Fearlefs aflault; and, to the brow of heav’n 
Purfuing, drive them out from God and blits. P ar. L. I ■ vi. 
To Brow. v. a. [from the noun.] To bound; to limit; to 

teat the edge of. TmlioJ 


I. 


2 . 


Shakcfp. 


Waller. 
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Tending my flocks hard by i’ th’ hilly crofts, 

That brow this bottom glad. 

To Bro'wbf.at. v. a. [from brow and beat.] To deprefs with 

fevere brows, and ftern or lofty looks. 

It is not for a magiftrate to frown upon, and browbeat thole 
who are hearty and exa£t in their miniftry ; and, with a grave, 
infienificant nod, to call a refoived zeal, want of prudence. 
5 South. 

What man will voluntarily expofe himfelf to the imperious 
browbeating and fcorns of great men ! _ f Ejlrange. 

Count Tariff endeavoured to browbeat the plaintiff, while he 
was fpeaking ; but though he was not fo imprudent as the 
count, he was cvcrv Whit as flwrdy. Addifon. 

I will not he browbeaten by the fupercilious looks of my ad- 
verfaries, who now Hand cheek by jowl by yourworfhip. 

Arbuthnot and Pope’s Mart. Scriblcrus. 
Bro'wboUNB. adj. [from brow and bound.] Crowned ; having 
the head encircled with a diadem. 

In that day’s feats. 

He prov’d the beft man i’ th’ field, and, for his meed, . 

Was browbound with the oak. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

Bro'wsick. adj. [from brow and Jick.] Dejected; hanging the 
head. 

But yet a gracious influence from you. 

May alter nature in our browfek crew. Suckling. 

BROWN, adj. [bpun, Saxon.] The name of a colour, com- 
pounded of black and any other colour. 

Brown , in High Dutch, is called braun ; in the Netherlands, 
bruyn ; in French, coleur brunc ; in Italian, bruno ; in Greek, 
a>$ 4 , from the colour of the Ethiopians ; for is to 
burn, and a face ; for that blacknefs or fwarthinefs in their 
faces, is procured through heat. In Latin it is called fufeus , 
qt.afi svf.ara , that is, from darkening or overfhadowing the 
light ;• or of which is to burn or fcorch. Peacham . 

I like the new tire within excellently, if the hair were a little 
browner. Shakefp. Much ado about Nothing. 

From whence high Ithaca overlooks the floods, 

Brown with o’ercharging fhades and pendent woods. Pope. 
Long untravell’d heaths, 

With defolation brown , he wanders wafte. Thomfon, 

Ero'wnbill. n.f. [from brown and bill.] The ancient weapon 
of the Englifh foot ; why it is called brown , I have not difeo- 
vered ; but we now fay brown tmtsket from it. 

And Irrownbills , levied in the city. 

Made bills to pals the grand committee. Hudibras. 

Brownish, adj. [from brown.] Somewhat brown. 

A brownijh grey iron-ftone, lying in thin ftrata, is poor, but 
runs freely. Woodward on Fojfds. 

Bro'wnness. n.f. [from brown.] A brown colour. 

She would confefs the contention in her own mind, between 
that lovely, indeed moft lovely, brownnefs of Mufidorus’s face, 
and this colour of mine. Sidney , b. ii. 

Brg'wnstijdy. n. J. [from brown and fudy.] Gloomy medi- 
tations ; ftudy in which wc direct our thoughts to no certain 
point. 

1 hey live retired, and then they doze away their time in 
drowfinefs and brownfudies ; or, if brisk and active, they Jay 
themfelves out wholly in making common places. Norris. 

1 o BROWSE, v. a. [ broufer , Fr.] To eat branches, or fhrubs. 
And being down, is trod in the durt 
Of cattle, and broufed, and forely hurt. Spenfer's Paflorals. 

1 hv palate then did deign 
1 he rougheft berry on the rudeft hedge : 
k ea, like the ftag, when fnow the pafturc fticets. 

The barks of trees thou browfedf. Shakefp. Ant. andCleob. 

I o Browse, v. n. 1 o feed : it is ufed with the particle on 

l hey have feared away two of my belt (heep ; if anv where 
I have them, ’tis by the fea-fide, browfng on ivy. Shakcfp. 

A goat, hard prefll-d, took fanfluary in a vineyard ; fo foon as 

theleavc g s ht ^ ° VCr ’ hC f °" prefcnt, y a browfng upon 
Could cat the tender plant, and, by degrees, E J iran Z e ' 

>» the fhrubs, and crop the budding trees. Blackm 
I he Greeks were the defendants of favages, ignorant of 
agnculture, and browfng on herbage, like cattle. Arbuthnot 
Browse n.f. [from the verb.] Branches, or fhrubs, fit for the 
food of goats, or other animals. 

'ri The linnefs the woIf purfues, 
rhe wolf thc kid > the wanton kid the browfe. Dr*,U 
On that cloud-piercing hill, ' * ' 

B.mhmmon, from afar the traveller kens, 

Aftoiufh’d, how the goats their fhrubby browfe 

Wnaw pendent 1 J D . ... 

coarfely. 1 * b lnt ° gr ° fs P° wder » to beat together 

BrSv WS J n arm f’ ? nd m y moft ,ovin g Wends, 

AnH fi n< r ern j Cat1 theyokc of 0' tanny. Shakcfp R IH 

Than , ^ f in his head their icings, JP - R - HI - 

Or tW P0 K d u Uth 01311 ^ the vi£t0 ^ heel. 

Or theirs whom be redeems. Par . LoJly ^ / 


And itars with rocks together crum u -- - 

They beat their breafts with many a bruifmg blow, 

Till they turn’d livid, and corrupt the fnow. Dryden’ s Fab. 
Bruise, n. J. [from the verb.] A hurt with fomething blunt 
and heavy. 

One arm’d with metal, th’ other with wood, 


V. ....... , ... 

This fit for brtiife, and that for blood. 
I iince have labour’d 


Hudibras. 


To bind thc bruifes of a civil war. 

And flop the iflues of their wafting blood. Dryden. 

Bru'isewort. n.f. An herb; the fame with Comfrey ; 
which fee. 

BRUIT, n.f [bruit, Fr.] Rumour; noife; report. 

Wherewith a bruit ran from one to the other, that the king 
was flain. Sidney , b. ii. 

Upon fome bruits he apprehended a fear, which moved him 
to fend to Sir William Herbert to remain his friend. Hayw. 
I am not 

One that rejoices in the common wreck. 

As common bruit doth put it. Shakefp. Timon. 

To Br uit. v. a. [from the noun.] To report ; to noife abroad ; 
to rumour. Neither the verb nor the noun arc now much 
in ufe. 

His death, 

Being bruited once, took fire and heat away 
From the beft temper’d courage in his troops. Sbak. Hen. V. 
It was bruited , that I meant nothing lefs than to go to Gui- 
ana. Raleigh' sEJf ays: 

Bru'mal. adj. [brumalis, Lat.] Belonging to the winter. 

About the brumal folftice, it hath been obferved, even unto a 
proverb, that the fea is calm, and the winds do ceafe, till the 
young ones are excluded, and forfake their nefts. 

Brown's Vulgar Errours , b. iii. c. 10. 
Brun, Bran, Brown, Bourn, Burn, arc all derived from 
the Sax. bopn, boujm, bpunna, bujina ; all fignifying a river or 
brook. Gibfon's Camden. 

Brune'tt. n.f. [ brunette , Fr.] A woman with a brown com- 
plexion. 

Your fair women therefore thought of thisfafhion, to infult 
the olives and the brunettes. Addifon. Guardian , N° 109. 
Bru'nion. n.f. [brugnon, Fr.] A fort of fruit between a plum 
and a peach. Trevoux. 

Brunt, n. f. [ brunjl , Dutch.] 

1 . Shock ; violence. 

Erona chofe rather to bide the brunt of war, than venture 

Sidney , b, Iii 

God, who caus’d a fountain, at thy pray’r, 

F rom the dry ground to fpring, thv thirft t’ allay 
After the brunt of battle. Milton's Agonifles , /. 5 Sr. 

Faithful minifters are to ftand and endure the brunt : a com- 
mon foldier may fly, when it is the duty of him that holds the 
ftandard to die upon the place. South, 

2. Blow ; ftroke. 

A wicked ambufh, which lay hidden long 
In the clofe covert of her guileful eyen. 

Thence breaking forth, did thick about me throng. 

Too feeble I t’ abide the brunt fo ftrong. Spenfer's^Sonnets. 

I he friendly rug preferv’ d the ground. 

And headlong knight, from bruife or wound. 

Like featherbed betwixt a wall, 

BR TT W hea 7 ??"f r of r , Ca ? non - ba11 Hudilras. 

BRUSH, n.f. [ brojfe , Fr. from brufeus, Lat.] 

1. An instrument to dean anything, by rubbing off the dirt or 
foil. It is generally made of briftles fet in wood. 

2. It is ufed for the larger and ftrongcr pencils ufed by painters. 

Whence comes all this rage of wit ? this arming all the pen- 

Cll W>/ r r A 7 ° 1 /; e t0Wn again ° me ? Stilling fleet. 

With a final} brufh you muft fmcar the glue well upon the 

2 J rru°de C i,r CC - n, l &dmmcd Lercifcs. 

3. A rude aflault; a fhock; rough treatment; which, by the 

fame metaphor, wc call a fcourir.g. 

Let grow thy finews till their knots be ftrong. 

And tempt not yet the brufhes of the war. Shakefp 

ha iVT J n ? t r C poffi k] e ’ that > u P on fo little a brufl) as Waller 
had fuftamed, he could not be able to follow and difturb the 

0 Fir i_ . Clarendon, b. viii. 

Life when we put it to the pufh. 

They had not giv’n us fuch a brufh. Hudibras 

To Brush. <7. [from the noun.] "* 

*• I 0 'weep or rub with a brufh. 

old fi!Tns be he 1 Tr ‘r r th i/° m< ; WOman > thcre is no believing 

bode? h ^ h ‘ S hat o? -° r r g i what ftould tha t 
n t~» n *f . , . . obakefp. Much ado about Nothin? 

2 . 1 o fix ike with quicknefs, as in brufhing. mowing. 

The wrathful beaft about him turned light 4 

w d L T m rudel yp affi ng by, did brufl ’ 

With h,s long ud\ that horle and man to ground did rufli. 

Has Somnus bruJPd hiVrod ^Drydt' 
His fon Cupavo brufh' d the briny flood, ' )d ' 

F pon his ftern a brawny centaur flood. Dryden' s fEneid 



